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What’s the meaning of Independence to Barbados? What have we achieved? 

What should we aim for? 

(In the Voice of the Bearded Fig Tree.) 

My pigment bears witness to the simmering sun that seeks to settle and scorch the very leaves 

of me, The Bearded One. I stand tall in Queens Park, with no one else like me but one, clutched 

on to my nation’s history. All that is left of me is to hover over my land, Barbados is her name. 

This land is defined by the sunny spirits of her people, her history, her rum and her many 

attractions that make one’s eyes feel as if they had have a jug full of the juice from her sugar 

cane. However, with all of these riches that add flavor to Barbados’ name, there is one thing 

her people boasts of most, their independence. 

I’ve been here for centuries but nothing has intrigued me more than watching my country grow 

over the past fifty years. I look back onto that rainy evening in 1966 and remember the 

euphoria that made the air thick that day and the dignity that was in the depths of her soul 

when she could at last shout the words, “I am Independent”. To her, Independence means that 

her people can frankly do as they please and taxi their own destiny. They are who they are 

because they were born that way and they were born free. Free to make the decisions for 

themselves and their nation. Free to think for themselves act for themselves without being 

subjected by another’s input on how, when and where and definitely free from another’s 

opinion. Independence gives her a rhythm in her walk as she sways among other nations. 

Independence to her is the confidence in knowing that she can rejoice with the title 

independence without the feeling of in – dependence. But most importantly as activist Suzan B. 

Anthony puts it, independence is happiness. 

My Barbados is indeed the home of my happiness. She has accomplished some of the most 

exceptional things and has crafted beautiful commodities like her parliament buildings, historic 

garrison, imperial plantation houses, colorful chattel house and many statues and monuments. 

These all speak to the history and pride that overflows in the pit of her heart at mention of the 

works from some of her sons like Grantley Adams, Errol Walton Barrow, Frank Walcott, Sarah 

Ann Gill and Charles Duncan O’Neal. From her educational and health systems that cater well to 

all of her citizens to the talents in her offspring that plaster her name all over the world among 

those like Rihanna, Sir Garfield Sobers, Edward “Kamau” Brathwaite, Mighty Gabby and Austin 

Tom Clarke! 
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How can someone mention her name and not mention her rum? How can another speak of her 

and not mention the zealous spirits of her old women as they chatter among themselves? How 

could one not notice the glee punctuated through the laughter of her old men making the best 

out of their lives as they sit under a breadfruit tree eating pudding and souse on a Saturday 

afternoon? How could one not hear the trembles of triumph seeping through the sound of holy 

hymns, shaking the walls of her ancient churches that are dotted across the entire island? 

Would it be just for one to even suggest that my Barbados, the home to luscious lands and 

gardens is not independent?  

I have witnessed my Barbados transform its economy from one that was agriculturally based 

and centered around sugar and rum production, to one that is now reliant on the tourism and 

offshore business sector. She has an annual budget of over BDS$ 2Billion and a Gross Domestic 

Product of over BDS$ 8.5 Billion and a Per Capita Income of BDS$ 50,000. Although over the last 

fifty years she has had to contend with periods of financial strictures, she remains resilient, 

bowed at times but never beaten. She also boasts of a Literacy Rate of 99%, a testimony to its 

sound education system that still remains almost free to her citizens. Unfortunately, the 

unreasoned and unnecessary murmuring of some her sons and daughters at times belie the fact 

of this high level of education. 

Even though as a tree I am an article of great antiquity, it pleases me that Barbados enjoys a 

robust information communication technology infrastructure that is world class. Digital 

technology and fiber optics systems make telecommunications and data transfer easy and cost 

effective. Personal computers, mobile phones, tablets and other electronic devices are 

pervasive. In fact, in 2014 there were 224,000 internet users, therefore giving a penetration 

rate of 78% for the population. This placed the island within the top fifty countries in the world 

with respect to this index. 

Internationally, Barbados has developed an outstanding reputation in the world community 

and its voice is highly regarded. It makes its presence felt in forums dealing especially with 

Sustainable Development for Small Island Developing States, Climate Control, Environmental 

Protection, International Trade and International Taxation Policy. Indeed, a General Secretary 

of the United Nations was minded to say that Barbados “punches beyond its weight”. The 

Barbados Brand has come to stand for stability, civility and good governance. 
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Barbados has gained much acclaim from the establishment of a Social Partnership which 

includes Government, the private sector and the trade union movement. This has served to 

ensure that the industrial relations climate has remained relatively tranquil over the years and 

that meaningful consultation is facilitated.     

Barbados has also made impressive strides in developing her cultural industries and the annual 

Crop Over Festival is now a world renown spectacular and attracts thousands of visitors and 

generates significant economic activity. Local calypso music is extremely popular and no doubt 

will one day take its place on the world music stage. 

 As I reminisce, I have had her sons swing from my beard in their youth and fall asleep on my 

chest with newspapers on their bosom when they grow weary. I have had her daughters play 

hand games while sitting on my grassy lap only to be married right in front of me decades later. 

From my sentinel position, I would like to see Barbados diversify its economy even further and 

get all of its sectors operating at optimal levels, especially agriculture and manufacturing. She 

has to start producing products that she excels at and that are unique to her. I therefore wish to 

suggest that Black Belly sheep and Sea Island cotton should be central to our rejuvenated 

industrialization push. The education sector in the future should be child-centered with its main 

objective being to actualize the potential of each student regardless of their abilities. Teacher to 

student ratios would have to be drastically reduced and the best use made of modern 

technologies. The health service should be decentralized and an even greater emphasis placed 

on living healthy lifestyles and preventative treatment to reduce the incidence of non-

communicable diseases. Solar, wind, wave and other renewable sources of energy must fuel 

the economy of the future. In addition, new attractions and activities should be rolled out to 

freshen up our tourism product and to give it a competitive advantage. Barbadian nationals 

living abroad have amassed significant financial resources, technical skills, contacts and 

influence. In the future, this resource must be tapped for the full benefit of the country.          

However, if the truth be told, I am more concerned with the soul of my country and removing 

the spirit of murmuring and complaining and replacing it with pride, industry and the love of 

country. Barbados has to train its citizens how to amicably resolve conflicts and not to resort to 

violence. And if it had so be that my Creator had given me a mouth to speak I would tell my 

nation to make sure that she is a rock of a hope for her youth, in plenty and in time of need. I 

would tell her to gaze beyond the tropical evergreen fields and hills that she ceases not to recall 

and create creative opportunities for these youth worldwide as they will one day hold the pen 
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and write her story for her whether their hands are strong enough or too shaky to do so. I 

would let my nation know to let her youth forget the craftsmen from whom her very freedom 

was sowed and to ensure that each Barbadian child knows about the soil that they walk on and 

about the life changing events that happened on it. Aim to inspire the youth, I would urge her, 

for it is only then that they will aim for the sky and it is only then that her nation will rise to 

even greater heights.   

 

 

 


